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SUBJECT: VISIT OP PORTUGUESE COMMUNIST LEADER CUNHAL 

SUMMARY. PORTUGUESE COMMUNIST PARTY (PCP) LEADER ALVARO 
CUNHAL MADE AN IMPASSIONED PRESENTATION TO THE PRENCH 
SOCIALIST PARTY URGING "UNDERSTANDING AND COMPASSION" 

UPON THE PS. SENIOR SOCIALIST LEADER RELIEVES THAT 
CUNHAL'S MAIN PURPOSE WAS TO HAVE PS 

- USE ITS INPLUENCE WITH MARIO SOARES TO HAVE 
HIM STOP THE "DENATIONALIZATION PROGRAM"; 

- "URGE PISCAL RESTRAINT ON SOARES." 

CUNHAL'S PRESENTATION TO THE PS IS ALSO BEING READ AS 
A VERY SOPHISTICATED EXERCISE IN IMAGE BUILDING. END 
SUMMARY. 
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1 . IN THE COURSE OP A THREE-DAY VISIT TO PARIS (APRIL 
12-15), PCP LEADER CUNHAL MADE AN IMPASSIONED PLEA TO 
THE PRENCH SOCIALISTS POR THEIR AID AND RECOGNITION IN 
SOLVING HIS PARTY'S DIPPERENCES WITH THE SOARES GOVERN- 
MENT. IN ALL, CUNHAL IS REPORTED TO HAVE HELD THREE 
MEETINGS WITH SENIOR PS OPPICIALS INCLUDING ONE WITH 
NATIONAL DELEGATE POR IBERIAN AFPAIRS ANTOINE BLANCA, 
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ANOTHER WITH FRANCOIS MITTERRAND AND OTHER SENIOR LEA- 
DERS, AND A PROTOCOL MEETING WITH INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
SECRETARY ROBERT PONTILLON. 

2. THE AGRICULTURAL PROBLEM: CUNHAL EXPLAINED TO THE 
FRENCH SOCIALISTS THAT THE PCP CONSIDERED THE SOARES 
GOVERNMENT'S POLICY OF REPLACING INTO PRIVATE HANDS 
LAND IN THE SOUTH OF PORTUGAL WHICH HAD BEEN NATIONALIZED 
IN 1974-1975 AS "NOTHING SHORT OF SUICIDAL." WHILE 
OBVIOUSLY TAKING GREAT CARE TO PROJECT AN IMAGE OF "NON- 
REVOLUTIONARY RESPONSIBILITY " (IN THE WORDS OF PS 
SPOKESMAN CLAUDE ESTIER), CUNHAL WAS AT PAINS TO PRESENT 
HIMSELF AS A "REASONABLE MARXIST"(ESTIER'S TERM) WHO 
BELIEVES THAT THE PORTUGUESE REVOLUTION COULD BE "BETRA- 
YED BY A RETROGRADE ACTION ON THE PART OF SOARES." 

3. PORTUGUESE ECONOMIC PROBLEMS: BLASTING THE SOARES 
GOVERNMENT FOR WHAT HE CALLS FISCAL IRRESPONSIBILITY, 
CUNHAL PROFESSED TO BE WORRIED ABOUT THE FUTURE ECONO- 
MIC STABILITY OF PORTUGAL AND ARGUED VOCIFEROUSLY FOR 
AN "AUSTERITY PROGRAM." HE OFFERED LITTLE OR NO SPECI- 
FIC PROGRAMMATIC SUGGESTIONS ON HOW THIS AUSTERITY WAS 
TO BE ACHIEVED. 

4. THE PS REACTION: SENIOR SOCIALIST LEADERS ARE 
INCLINED TO DISMISS THE CUNHAL VISIT AS NOTHING MORE 
THAN A BIZARRE EPISODE AIMED AT PCP IMAGE BUILDING. 

THEY ALSO DECLARED THEMSELVES TO HAVE BEEN SINGULARLY 
UNIMPRESSED BY THE SPECIFICS OF CUNHAL'S PITCH, ARGUING 
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THAT HE OFFERED NO MEANINGFUL SUGGESTIONS FOR RUNNING 
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EITHER THE PORTUGUESE ECONOMY AS A WHOLE OR ITS AGRICUL- 
TURAL SECTOR. ASKED IE THE PS PLANNED FURTHER CONTACTS 
WITH CUNHAL, PARTY SPOKESMAN ESTIER SHRUGGED HIS SHOUL- 
DERS AND WOULD ONLY SAY THAT THE CURRENT EPISODE HAD 
ALREADY COST THE PS "A LOT OP CAPITAL WITH THE PORTU- 
GUESE EMBASSY IN PARIS." 

5. LEPT ALLIANCE IN PORTUGAL?:IN HIS APRIL 15 PRESS 
CONPERENCE, CUNHAL PROPOSED A "VERY LARGE SYSTEM OF 
SOCIAL AND POLITICAL ALLIANCES" TO ASSURE THE DEMOCRA- 
TIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE COUNTRY AND NOTED THAT THIS 
IMPLIED A RAPPROCHEMENT BETWEEN THE SOCIALISTS AND 
COMMUNISTS. CUNHAL ADDED THAT THE SOCIALISTS MUST SEEK 
SUPPORT ON EITHER THE LEFT OR RIGHT IN ORDER TO GOVERN 
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AND ON THE LEFT THAT MEANS THE PCP. HE WENT TO "INSIST" 
THAT, DESPITE EXISTING DISAGREEMENTS AND SEVERE PCP 
CRITICISM OP SOCIALIST POLICY, A DEMOCRATIC UNION MUST 
BE CREATED. 

6. EUROCOMMUNISM REACHES TOWARD LISBON: IN A SIMILAR 
VEIN, CUNHAL TOOK ISSUE WITH THE TERM "EUROCOMMUNIST" 

AS INEXACT AND INSUPPICIENTLY DESCRIPTIVE, BUT WENT ON 
TO SAY THAT THE PCP IS "ABSOLUTELY IN AGREEMENT" WITH 
THE CONCEPT THAT EACH COMMUNIST PARTY PIND ITS OWN ROAD 
TO SOCIALISM. CUNHAL ALSO SAID HE HAD NO QUARREL WITH 
THE PCI OR PCF FOR HAVING SUPPORTED THE PCE AT THE MA- 
DRID SUMMIT. 

HARLAN 
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